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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, August 24, 2025
Mark 4:35-41

Connection Points
1. Discover Beech Haven. Are you interested in getting connected at Beech Haven? Discover Beech Haven is a pre-membership gathering designed to help you take the next step in belonging to a church family committed to cultivating the unwavering hope of Jesus in every generation. At this event, you'll meet others who are new to Beech Haven, hear directly from Pastor Rob about our mission, values, and disciple-making strategy in Athens and beyond, and discover how your story can become part of what God is doing through our church. Refreshments and childcare will be available. Register at beechhaven.org/events.
2. Wednesday Night Discipleship Groups. Join Pastor Rob Wednesdays at 6:15 PM in the Commons this August for a study through the book of Romans.
3. In September, you’ll be able to choose from three different discipleship groups to help you grow in your faith and community.
Come ready to deepen your understanding of the gospel and its impact on everyday life. Starting in September, you’ll have the opportunity to choose from three different discipleship groups, each designed to help you grow in your faith and live it out in community.
a. Women’s Discipleship Group – Philippians: Finding Joy When Life is Hard
b. Co-Ed Discipleship Group – Reaching Your Child’s Heart: A PRactical Guide to Faithful Parenting
c. Men’s Discipleship Group - Hot Button Issues Facing the Church Today: A Study in 1 Corinthians
d. Learn more at beechhaven.org/wednesdays

Main Point
The fear of the Lord is holy awe that turns our amazement at Jesus into trust and obedience, freeing us from the trap of people’s approval.
Sermon Synopsis
The fear of the Lord is best understood as a reverent awe that leads to obedience, joy, and freedom. By looking at the disciples’ amazement in the Gospel of Mark and ultimately at the cross and empty tomb, we see how awe of Jesus moves us from wonder to faith to worship. To cultivate this fear of the Lord, we must daily grow in our amazement at the gospel so that God becomes bigger in our hearts than people.

Lean In

1. Share a time when you were truly amazed by something—a moment in nature, an event, or a person’s action—that left you in awe.
       Or 
2. Share a time when you were caught in a storm (literal or metaphorical). How did you react?

Look Down
Read Mark 4:35-41
3. What does Jesus do that terrifies the disciples? What is it about calming the storm that created fear rather than simply relief?  How does that fear differ from the disciples' fear of the storm? 

4. Read Luke 5:8-10 and compare the disciples’ earlier amazement at Jesus’ power.  What’s similar and what’s different from their fear after the storm in Mark 4 and how do you explain the difference?

5. Read Exodus 14:29-31 with this question in mind: How are fear and faith connected?

6. Across these passages, how do amazement and fear move toward faith and worship?


Look In
7. Which of the disciples’ steps—amazement → awareness → faith → action—is the most intriguing to you and why? 

8. Can a ‘fear of the Lord’ be developed?  If so, how?  
Leader note: Pastor Rob suggested the following in developing a greater sense of fear of the Lord:

     Daily: 	Read Scripture first for who God is, not just what to do.
     Weekly: 	Share with someone one thing about God’s greatness you saw that week. 
     Regularly: 	Get outside. Let creation remind you how small you are and how big He is.
     Intentionally: Pray Psalm 86:11 — “Unite my heart to fear Your name.”

Look Out
9. How is it that some in the world can observe God’s acts of power and intervention not be amazed?  

10. Read Jonah 1:15-16. Does the response of pagan sailors here surprise you?  Is it possible that we have discounted the possibility of the lost properly responding to God? 

11. What message can our posture of fearing God communicate to others about what we really 
believe?


Gospel Conversation Starters
1. “Have you ever wondered if God cares about what you’re going through?”  On a boat in the middle of a threatening storm, the disciples thought Jesus didn’t care.  Can I tell you how that story turned out? 

2. “When things feel chaotic, where do you usually turn for a sense of control or stability?”
The disciples, seasoned fishermen and comfortable on the water, thought they were in control in the boat—until they weren’t. When Jesus calmed the storm, it showed He has the kind of power none of us has. How do you think we should respond to that kind of display of power?

3. “When’s the last time you felt awe—like something bigger than you left you speechless?”
The disciples felt that kind of awe when Jesus calmed a storm with His words. They realized they weren’t just in the presence of a wise man, but someone who had the authority of God Himself.
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